Welcome to the

Benefice Prayer Umbrella

As some of you are aware, a Benefice Prayer Umbrella
was set up a year or so ago; this is a group of people
who pray in their own time for the Benefice and people
in the Benefice. It is co-ordinated by Wilma Bromilow
who sends out an email once per month to those who
are part of the prayer umbrella.
If you would like to join the prayer umbrella or send in
prayer requests (all treated confidentially) please email

Sunday 8th January 2023
The Winterborne Valley & Milton Abbas
Benefice
The Rev. Lewis Pearson (01258 880482)
Email: revlewispearson@gmail.com
(Day off – Friday)

Wilma on:
beneficeprayer@gmail.com
Please continue to support the Foodbank in 2022

New information
This year has proved the hardest - we were so
incredibly supported by our local community during the
pandemic but with the world changing and the worries
and concerns many have over the cost of fuel and the
increase in food prices we’ve seen donations to the
foodbank slowly diminish as the number of people we
are helping continues to grow.
In 2021 the foodbank helped 2,000 local people
2022 – To date we have helped over a 1000 people,
and anticipate seeing this figure rising.
We need your help! Our food parcels have diminished
in size as the level of donations has dropped and this
has had a knock on effect for the families we are
supporting. Please consider supporting the food bank
again so that we can continue to help the 2,000 people
who come to us seeking help. We anticipate our case
load rising as we move into winter.
Our role is so much more than just a food parcel, many of
our families are encouraged to use our Community Money
Advice scheme (Faith works Wessex), where our work on
hidden debt has seen people’s lives changed. This work can
only be achieved through the offer of a food parcel, it is the
key that unlocks an otherwise closed doors, allowing us to
ask questions which changes lives. 2022 has seen the CMA
dealing with debt worth £97,000 so far, some of which has
now been sorted giving people a fresh new start and a new
future.
Work is underway to build a small shop where our customers
can choose their food for a small sum.
Many thanks.
Gail (Foodbank manager)

I wonder if you’ve ever seen a mysterious series of
letters and numbers, looking for all the world like
an equation, inscribed in chalk over a doorway at a
church, or at the home of a friend. Maybe you
thought you could figure it out. Maybe you were
too embarrassed to ask.
Epiphany (also known as Twelfth Night or Three
Kings Day) marks the occasion of an old Christian
tradition of “chalking the doors.” The formula is
simple: take chalk of any colour and write the
following above the entrance of your home: 20 + C
+ M + B + 23.
The letters have two meanings. First,
they represent the initials of the Magi. Caspar,
Melchior, and Balthazar who came to visit Jesus in
his first home. They also abbreviate the Latin
phrase, Christus mansionem benedicat: “May Christ
bless the house.” The “+” signs represent the cross,
and the “20” at the beginning and the “23” at the
end mark the year. This inscription is performed as
a request for Christ to bless those homes so marked
and that he stay with those who dwell
there throughout the entire year. The chalking of
the doors is a centuries-old practice throughout the
world. I will being this in our services this Sunday as
a way of asking God’s blessing upon our churches
this New Year. I’d also be very happy to do the
same at your homes or you could do it yourself and
confuse the postman like I do!
Rev’d Lewis

Diary Page
THE MONTH AHEAD

Our churches

KEY HC – Holy
Communion
(music/prayer/reflection
& sharing of bread and
wine)
8th January 2023
Baptism of the Lord
White

CSC - Café Style Church
(Food/interactive/craft)
SS – SoulSpace
(short/contemplative with
reflection and silence)
15th January 2023
Epiphany 2
White

Clenston

10.30am BCP + HC

Houghton
Milton Abbas

4.30pm Café Church
10.30am HC

9am BCP + HC

Stickland

9am BCP + HC

10.30am HC

BCP – Book of Common
Prayer (a gentle
traditional language
style)
22nd January 2023
Epiphany 3
White

MW – morning prayer/
worship (a service for all
No communion)

29th January 2023
Epiphany 4
Candlemas
White

10.30am HC
10.30am Venue TBC
6pm SS
10.30am MW

Turnworth
Whitechurch

11.30am Café Church

Facebook
Old Testament
Psalm
Epistle
Gospel

Isaiah 42. 1 - 9
29
Acts 10. 34 – 43
Matthew 3. 13 - 17

Isaiah 49. 1 – 7
40. 1 - 11
1 Corinthians 1. 1 - 9
John 1. 29 - 42

Isaiah 9. 1 - 4
27. 1, 4 - 9
1 Corinthians 1. 10 - 18
Matthew 4. 12 - 23

1 Kings 17. 8 - 16
36. 5 - 10
1 Corinthians 1. 18 to end
John 2. 1 - 11

If you would like to know more about our churches and activities please go on our web site
https://wvmabenefice.uk or a ‘Church Near You’
If you would like the Pews News as an email, please contact Jennifer Harrisson on wvmabenefice@gmail.com
Church Services on Facebook

Facebook details https://www.facebook.com/wvmabenefice

Upcoming events
 9am Prayers every Thursday morning at Whitechurch
 29th January 23 – Holy Communion venue to be confirmed
 Ramble and reflection starts again on Thursday 19th Jan 10am. Meet at St Mary's W.
Whitechurch
Anne Harding RIP

As some of you will have heard Anne Harding died peacefully in the early hours of
Boxing Day. Her funeral will take place at St Andrew’s Winterborne Houghton on
Thursday 19th January at 1:30pm. We hold all of Anne’s family in our hearts

